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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Remark 

1 . Claims 35-36 were canceled, and new claims 37-38 are added. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-34 and 37-38 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USQ 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this OflBce action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made, 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-10, 12-16, 18-21, 23-34, and 37-38 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Segal (U.S. Patent Pub 2001/0000505 Al) in 
view of Bork et al. (US Patent 6,954,657 B2). 

Regarding claim 1 , Segal discloses "a communication apparatus having a first 
portion, a second portion and a vibrator, the communication apparatus comprising: a first 
detector configured to detect an operation to at least partially separate the first portion 
from the second portion; a second detector configured to detect a missed event in the 
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apparatus; and a controller coupled to the first and second detectors and configured to 
activate the vibrator responsive to the first detector detecting the operation if the second 
detector has detected the missed event", i.e., a flip cell phone comprising a first portion 
and a second portion (Figs. 6-7) including a detecting means for operation as the user 
opens or separate the first portion and the second portion, and with an inside paging 
circuitry for detecting a missed event of the apparatus, i.e., a missed call or unanswered 
call, an alert or notification is provided to the user either in audible or vibrating according 
to the setting up from the user for the controller of the apparatus (page 9, sections 01 16 to 
01 18 and page 15, sections 0182 to 0184). 

Applicant argues that Segal does not provide a second detector for detecting a 
missed event and activating a vibrator; however, Bork teaches this same technique as 
Bork provides a second detector for detecting a missed event, i.e., a missed call, and the 
device activates the vibrator due to this missed event (Figs, la & lb, and col. 2/line 66 to 
col. 3/line 8 & col. 4/line 53 to col. 5/line 4 as missed calls are notified to the user in the 
vibration mode). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Segal's system with Bork's teaching technique in detecting or monitoring the 
receiving circuitry for a missed call, the vibrator is activated for the missed call in 
addition to other audio alerts for incoming calls based on a preset condition of the device 
in receiving calls/missed calls in case of in a public environment as taught by Bork (refer 
to col. 11/lines 13-26). 

As for claims 2-4, Segal suggests "wherein the detected missed event is a missed 
call"; "the detected missed event is an unread message"; and "the detected missed event 
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is a missed alarai time", i.e., a missed call occurs as the caller is busy or an unread 
message occurs as the caller does not expect the call and does not activate the flip phone, 
or the caller does not activate an alert message or voice messages to him (page 
15/sections 0179 to 0187). 

As for claim 5, in further view of claim 1, Segal further discloses "wherein the 
first and second portions are foldably coupled with each other, the operation including at 
least partially unfolding the first portion from the second portion" (Figs. 6-7, and page 
7/section0118). 

Regarding claims 7-10 and 12, these claims for "a communication apparatus 
having a first portion, a second portion and a sound-emitting unit, the communication 
apparatus comprising: a first detector configured to detect an operation to at least 
partially separate the first portion from the second portion; a second detector configured 
to detect an missed event in the apparatus; and a controller coupled to the first and second 
detectors and configured to activate the vibrator responsive to the first detector detecting 
the operation if the second detector has detected the missed event" with same limitations 
as addressed above are rejected for the reasons given in the scope of claims 1-4 and 6 as 
already discussed above. Applicant argues that Segal does not provide a second detector 
for detecting a missed event and activating a vibrator; however, Bork teaches this same 
technique as Bork provides a second detector for detecting a missed event, i.e., a missed 
call, and the device activates the vibrator due to this missed event (Figs, la & lb, and col. 
2/line 66 to col. 3/line 8 & col. 4/line 53 to col. 5/line 4 as missed calls are notified to the 
user in the vibration mode). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art to modify Segal's system with Bork's teaching technique in detecting or 
monitoring the receiving circuitry for a missed call, the vibrator is activated for the 
missed call in addition to other audio alerts for incoming calls based on a preset condition 
of the device in receiving calls/missed calls in case of in a public environment as taught 
by Bork (refer to col. 1 1/lines 13-26). 

Regarding claims 13-16 and 18-21, these claims for "a method in a 
communication apparatus having a first portion, a second portion, and a vibrator, the 
method comprising the steps of: detecting a missed event in the apparatus; detecting an 
operation to at least partially separate the first portion fi-om the second portion; and 
controlling the vibrator responsive to the operation if the missed event has been detected" 
with same limitations as addressed above are rejected for the reasons given in the scope 
of claims 1-4 and 6 as already discussed above. Applicant argues that Segal does not 
provide a second detector for detecting a missed event and activating a vibrator; however, 
Bork teaches this same technique as Bork provides a second detector for detecting a 
missed event, i.e., a missed call, and the device activates the vibrator due to this missed 
event (Figs, la & lb, and col. 2/line 66 to col. 3/line 8 & col. 4/line 53 to col. 5/line 4 as 
missed calls are notified to the user in the vibration mode). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Segal's system with Bork's 
teaching technique in detecting or monitoring the receiving circuitry for a missed call, the 
vibrator is activated for the missed call in addition to other audio alerts for incoming calls 
based on a preset condition of the device in receiving calls/missed calls in case of in a 
public environment as taught by Bork (refer to col. 1 1/lines 13-26). 
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Regarding claims 23-34 and 37-38, these claims for "a controller for use in a 
communication apparatus, the commxmication apparatus having a first portion, a second 
portion and a vibrator, the controller comprising: a first detector configured to detect an 
operation to at least partially separate the first portion fi-om the second portion; a second 
detector configured to detect a missed event in the apparatus; and wherein the controller 
coupled to the first detector and second detector and configured to activate the vibrator 
responsive to the first detector detecting the operation if the second detector has detected 
the missed event" and a corresponding communication apparatus with same limitations as 
addressed above are rejected for the reasons given in the scope of claims 1-4 and 6 in 
view of Segal and Bork as already discussed above. With Bork teaches on the standby 
mode and no incoming calls at the time the vibrator respond to the first detector detecting 
the operation (Bork, col. 10/lines 327-53). 

5. Claims 5, 1 1, 17, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Segal (U.S. Patent Pub 2001/0000505 Al) in view of Bork as in claims 
1, 7, 13, and 18 above and in fiuther view of Perry et al. (US Patent 6,160,489). 

Regarding claims 5, 1 1, 17 and 22, Segal fiuther mention "comprising a memory 
controller" (Fig. 5) but not "configured to store a vibrating pattem, the controller fiirther 
coupled to the configured to control the vibrator in accordance with the vibrating pattem" 
and "sound pattems"; however. Perry teaches a wireless communication device having 
distinctive tactile alert pattems including vibrating pattems and sound pattems to alert the 
user in different situations (Perry, Figs. 2-3, and col. 2/lines 12-47 and col. 4/Hne 16 to 
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col. 5/line 60). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Segal and Bork's apparatus with Perry's 
teaching technique of providing distinctive tactile alert pattems including vibrating 
patterns and sound pattems in order to alert the user in different situations in 
environments as the ambient noise level either very low or very high as suggested by 
Perry. 

Conclusion 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to PTO New Central Fax number: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand dehveries must be made to Customer Service Window, 
Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tony Thuan Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7895. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM, with 
altemate Fridays off 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application hiformation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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